
New Zealand’s Cherry Blossom Season: Where and 
When to See Cherry Blossoms 
This guide focuses specifically on New Zealand’s cherry blossom season and springtime blossom 
viewing experiences. Other natural phenomena in New Zealand, including native plants, wildlife, and 
seasonal events, are covered in separate guides. 
 

 

Photo: Cherry Blossoms, Ōtautahi Christchurch, New Zealand; Credit: Miles Holden 

 

New Zealand’s Cherry Blossom Season: at a glance 
• Phenomenon: Cherry blossom (sakura) flowering, marking the arrival of spring with pink and 

white blooms across parks and gardens 
• Best months: September – October (with some early blooms in late August in the far north) 
• Best locations: Christchurch (Hagley Park and Botanic Gardens), Wellington (Aston Norwood 

Gardens), Auckland (Cornwall Park and Botanic Gardens), Queenstown Gardens 
• Why New Zealand: New Zealand’s temperate climate creates a multi‑week bloom window, 

offering a relaxed, crowd‑light alternative to Northern Hemisphere cherry blossom seasons 

 

 



 

Why See Cherry Blossoms in New Zealand 
Cherry blossom season in New Zealand transforms the country into a pastel pink dreamscape, as sakura 
trees burst into bloom in spring from September through to October, with some flowers blooming in the 
country’s far north as early as late August. Blossoms unfold gradually from north to south, creating a 
rolling wave of colour across parks, gardens, and entire city blocks.  

While Japan’s tradition of hanami is world-famous, New Zealand offers its own take; laidback, nature 
focused, family friendly, and often tied into spring festivals such as Wellington’s Blossom Valley, where 
blossom viewing is paired with garden trails, light shows, cafés, and even cherry themed high tea 
experiences.  This could be a suitable alternative to those planning to attend the now cancelled 2026 
Arakurayama Sengen park cherry blossom festival near Mt Fuji in Japan. 

 

Best Time to See Cherry Blossoms in New Zealand 
September - October 

New Zealand’s climate creates a multiweek bloom window, which makes trip planning easier and reduces 
the risk of missing the blossoms due to weather shifts, giving travellers flexibility and a greater chance 
of catching the flowers at their best. 

The best time to see cherry blossoms in New Zealand is during September to October, when most 
varieties reach their peak bloom and parks and gardens across the country transform with soft pink and 
white flowers. This short but spectacular spring window typically sees blossoms bursting from mid-
September to early October, creating some of the season’s most picturesque scenery. 

 

Best Places to See Cherry Blossoms in New Zealand 
Cherry blossoms can be found throughout Aotearoa, from peaceful Japanese-inspired gardens to 
expansive city parks and alpine lakeside settings. Some of the country’s most beautiful bloom locations 
include: 

Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland 

• Cornwall Park – One of Auckland’s most beloved cherry blossom spots, especially along 
Pōhutukawa Drive, where early spring blooms create a soft pink canopy. 

• Auckland Domain – A central city favourite featuring numerous cherry trees throughout the 
park’s open lawns and winding paths. 

• Auckland Botanic Gardens - take a stroll through Spring Blossom Valley to discover bright 
bulbs pushing through the ground and blossom explodes on the trees. Be entertained by the 
antics of the beautiful native tūī birds as they have their own party and get drunk on the nectar. 

https://www.blossomvalley.nz/
https://cornwallpark.co.nz/see-and-do/our-cherry-blossoms
https://www.aucklandnz.com/explore/pukekawa-auckland-domain
https://www.aucklandbotanicgardens.co.nz/
https://www.aucklandbotanicgardens.co.nz/our-gardens/spring-blossom-valley/


• Fukuoka Garden - a serene oasis nestled in Western Springs, near Auckland Zoo, blending 
Japanese design with Kiwi charm amidst lush greenery. This garden is a redevelopment of the 
original built in the Zoo, gifted to the Auckland in 1989 from Fukuoka City. You’ll find the 
striking cherry blossom trees next to the Auckland Zoo carpark. This is a great choice for young 
families because you can view the cherry blossoms and the Zoo for a wonderful family day out.   

• Matakana Village - 45 minutes north of central Auckland, the village of Matakana comes alive 
each spring as their Awanui cherry blossoms start to flower. Combine your visit with the 
Matakana Village Farmers’ Market each Saturday! 

• Discover more spots in Tāmaki Makaurau Auckland here: 
https://www.aucklandnz.com/collections/best-spots-to-see-aucklands-cherry-blossoms  

Waikato 

• Woodlands Estate – Visitors are in for a treat with cherry blossoms, plus Daffodils, 
Rhododendrons, Azaleas and Magnolias, all in flower throughout spring, offering a 
kaleidoscope of colour at this historic homestead and gardens. 

• Jensen Park - Tucked away in Jansen Park is an alleyway cherry blossom trees prefect for those 
insta shots! Locals and visitors flock here to walk among the delicate blooms and enjoy the 
sprawling park. 

• Discover more places to view Cherry blossoms in Waikato here: 
https://www.waikatonz.com/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/cherry-blossoms-in-waikato/  

Manawatū 

• Victoria Esplanade (Palmerston North) - a spectacular cherry blossom avenue 

Te Whanganui a Tara Wellington 

• Aston Norwood Gardens – Famous for over 300 cherry trees and the annual Blossom Valley 
festival, offering one of New Zealand’s most immersive sakura experiences. 

Nelson Tasman 

• Miyazu Japanese Garden – A peaceful, authentic Japanese style garden offering a small yet 
stunning collection of cherry blossoms in a tranquil setting. 

Ōtautahi Christchurch 

• Hagley Park North (Harper Avenue) – Hagley Park flourishes with cherry blossoms in spring. 
There is a long avenue of cherry trees which create a cherry blossom "tunnel". Bike to the 
Christchurch Farmers’ Market, grab a bite to eat before using the cycleways to journey to the 
park, and enjoy the flowers in bloom.   

• Christchurch Botanic Gardens - Contains many varieties of cherry tree for a range of colour, 
flower shape and size and blooming period 

• South Hagley Park (Riccarton Avenue) - Less visited than North Hagley and can form a loop to 
walk combining North Hagley and the Christchurch Botanic Gardens 

https://www.aucklandnz.com/explore/fukuoka-garden
https://www.aucklandzoo.co.nz/
https://www.matakanavillage.co.nz/
https://www.aucklandnz.com/collections/best-spots-to-see-aucklands-cherry-blossoms
https://www.woodlands.co.nz/visit
https://hamilton.govt.nz/community-spaces/sports-parks/detail/jansen-park
https://www.waikatonz.com/things-to-do/outdoor-activities/cherry-blossoms-in-waikato/
https://www.astonnorwoodgardens.co.nz/
https://www.blossomvalley.nz/
https://www.blossomvalley.nz/
https://ccc.govt.nz/parks-and-gardens/explore-parks/hagley-park-and-gardens
https://www.christchurchfarmersmarket.co.nz/
https://ccc.govt.nz/parks-and-gardens/christchurch-botanic-gardens
https://ccc.govt.nz/parks-and-gardens/explore-parks/hagley-park-and-gardens/hagley-park-walks/south-hagley-park-walk


• Halswell Quarry Park (Kurashiki Japanese Garden) - 20 minutes from the central city, this is a 
Japanese-style garden planted with many cherry trees in a tranquil setting with Japanese style 
bridges, ponds and statues. Combine with a walk to the top of the old quarry for stunning 
views to the snow-capped Southern Alps. Here you can experience native flowers from 
Christchurch’s Sister Cities around the world -  Kurashiki (Japan), Adelaide (South Australia), 
Christchurch (England), Gansu Province (China), Seattle (USA), and Songpa-Gu (Korea). 

• University of Canterbury (University Drive) - Cherry trees can be found around the campus. 
University Drive has a curved walkway bordered by cherry trees and green grassy mounds 
which is particularly photogenic in afternoon light 

• Avonhead Park - Located only a 6 minute drive from Christchurch Airport this quiet park offers 
another cherry blossom "tunnel" 

Queenstown 

• Queenstown Gardens – Surrounded by mountains and Lake Wakatipu, these gardens provide a 
dramatic alpine backdrop to the soft pink blossoms. 

• Lake Esplanade (Queenstown) - Take a walk along the Lake Esplanade and you’ll see the 
shores of Lake Whakatipu lined with large blossom trees. It will take around 15 minutes to walk 
from Queenstown to the start of Glenorchy Road along this flat, accessible walkway. Take in 
views of The Remarkables, the Queenstown Gardens, and Walter and Cecil Peak as you admire 
the spring blooms on your stroll. 

• The Village Green (Queenstown) - In the heart of downtown Queenstown, The Village Green 
bursts into colour with its oriental flowering cherry trees. It's the perfect spot to bring your 
lunch, bask in the spring sun and admire the pink blossoms. 

• Queenstown - https://www.queenstownnz.co.nz/stories/post/queenstowns-spring-blooms/  

Ōtepoti Dunedin 

• Cherry Walk, Ōtepoti Dunedin Botanic Garden - located in the heart of the Rhododendron Dell 
is a secret garden full of cherry trees – a picturesque strip known as the Cherry Walk. 

• University of Otago clocktower building – in spring, this building becomes the backdrop for a 
small but beautiful grove of cherry trees. The university’s Japanese programme even hosts an 
annual hanami (flower-viewing) festival here, with attendees getting dressed up in kimono and 
yukata and enjoying Japanese food and music. 

 

Photography Tips for Cherry Blossom season in New Zealand 
• shoot during the "golden hours" of dawn or dusk for soft light. Using a tripod helps to capture 

sharp images, particularly in breezy conditions. 

 

https://ccc.govt.nz/parks-and-gardens/explore-parks/port-hills/halswell-quarry
https://www.queenstownnz.co.nz/listing/queenstown-gardens-trail/9100/
https://www.queenstownnz.co.nz/stories/post/queenstowns-spring-blooms/
https://eservices.dunedin.govt.nz/facilities/facility/botanic-garden/cherry-walk
https://dunedinbotanicgarden.co.nz/
https://www.heritage.org.nz/list-details/62/Listing


Expert insight on cherry blossom season 
Expert insight from Wolfgang Bopp, Director Botanic Gardens and Garden Parks, Christchurch City 
Council/Christchurch Botanic Gardens provides cultural and horticultural context on why cherry 
blossom season is so significant in New Zealand. 

 

Why is spring/cherry blossom season a special time to visit New Zealand and/or 
Christchurch? 

• “Springtime in any place is wonderful as the days get longer, plants come into growth and a wide 
range of plants come into flower. Cherries have been held in special regard for a long time, as a 
symbol of renewal, the start of spring, a new season, the start of a new growing and harvesting 
season as without a flower, that fruit won’t form on fruiting trees.” 

• “In Asia and Japan in particular, cherries are held in high regard. They bring luck and prosperity 
to those that catch a falling petal so you can see people walking down the street catching cherry 
petals as they fall. The blossom is also used for tea making. Japan has hanami festivals to 
celebrate the cherry blossom and the weather forecast will tell you each day where the current 
blossom season is flowering at its best. Some will travel to historic cities like Kyoto to see the 
blossom.” 

• “Cherry trees are a symbol of friendship that can be gifted on a personal level but also between 
countries. Around the Peace Bell at the Christchurch Botanic Gardens, we have a collection of 
flowering cherries.” 

• “Considering how relatively close we are to Asia and North America, often only one flight away, 
it can give comfort to travellers of seeing two springs in one year, their spring at home in the 
northern hemisphere in March and April time and then the Aotearoa spring in July to September.” 

 

Why do cherry blossom trees thrive in New Zealand/Christchurch? 

• The climate they naturally grow in is similar and we have cold enough winters in the South Island 
for cherries to grow successfully. Many commercial fruit orchards are found in Otago and other 
areas. 
 

What tips would you give visitors hoping to see cherry blossoms at their best? 

• Look out each day as the buds start to open and hope for a nice sunny day, with a blue sky to sit 
under a cherry or walk through a park or garden to admire these beautiful trees and lift your 
spirits. If you have your own garden, consider finding a suitable young tree to plant so you have 
many years of enjoyment. They come in a wide range of sizes so find out if there is a suitable size 
cultivar for your garden at home. 

 



Food and beverage experiences during cherry blossom season 
A city break exploring the Cherry Blossoms and the Botanic Gardens provides plenty of opportunity to 
lean into some of the area’s best food and beverage offerings.  
 

• Mapu, Lyttelton – An immersive dining experience using foraged ingredients to tell stories of 
place, season and Canterbury landscapes  

• Inati, Christchurch – A convivial restaurant built around shared plates, seasonal produce and 
warm, informal hospitality.  

• Bar Yoku, Christchurch – Blending Japanese techniques with New Zealand seafood and locally 
sourced ingredients and hospitaliry.  

• Twenty Seven Steps, Christchurch a long-standing bistro offering French-inspired dishes 
grounded in New Zealand ingredients and hospitality.  

• Sugarloaf Restaurant, Flockhill – SA destination dining experience set within a high-country 
station, where visitors enjoy seasonal menus shaped by the surrounding landscape  

• Tussock Hill, Christchurch – a hilltop winery restaurant pairing seasonal menus with estate wines 
and expansive Canterbury views.  

 
 

https://www.mapu.co.nz/
https://inati.nz/
https://www.baryoku.co.nz/
https://twentysevensteps.co.nz/
https://www.flockhillnz.com/Sugarloaf
https://tussockhill.co.nz/
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